
 

Undocumented and Unafraid, Queer and Unashamed 
My student is undocumented and/or queer how can I help them? 
 
Queer Undocumented Immigrant Project (QUIP), 
http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/quip/ 
  
The William Institute report stated that 904,000 individuals ages 18 and up identify as LGBT and 
immigrant in the United States. Furthermore, they reported that 267,000 of those individuals 
are undocumented.  As of 2014, the Queer Undocumented Immigrant Project has built 
leadership in 12 different states to actively speak and cultivate transformative spaces to 
address the issues of intersectional identities regarding the LGBTQ and immigrant communities. 
Furthermore, QUIP leaders have launched campaigns like #NoMoreClosets which highlights the 
double coming out experience of individuals as queer and undocumented. Additionally QUIP 
leaders launched #BoldBroadInclusive, an administrative relief campaign which pinpoints the 
current social disparities that LGBTQ individuals face that in turn limit the access to legalization 
in this country. Students who identify as queer and undocumented are among the most 
vulnerable and resilient students within our schools. As educators, the need to stay informed 
and continue cultivating the safe spaces for students to grow is what supports holistic student 
development. As educators the lens of intersectional work is one that all social justice spaces 
must embody. 

  
What you can do as an educator 
 
1) Stay Informed: Understanding the diversity on biological sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity and gender expression will help your students demystify the human body and will also 
nourish the internal self-acceptance phase that LGBTQ youth go through. Learn more at 
(http://www.uua.org/lgbtq/identity/) 
  
 2) Create a Support Network: The current narrative built for LGBTQ youth-“It Gets Better” 
simply does not ring true for LGBTQ immigrants. It does not encompass the coming out 
experience for undocumented LGBT immigrants and it does not allude to the cultural and 
structural circumstances that other LGBTQ immigrants are a part of such as low income or 
student of color. Furthermore, research shows that 32% of DACA-mented self-identified LGBTQ 
have come out as undocumented but not LGBTQ and only 14% have come out as LGBTQ and 
not undocumented. This shows that it is easier for many youth to speak about their immigrant 
identity than their queer identity. In order to help your students create a healthy identity and a 
space to discuss opportunities to advocate, safe and liberated spaces for students to connect 
and speak about their experience are much needed. Read more at - 
(http://ideasla.org/index/wp-content/uploads/Fostering-Mental-Health-and-Personal-
Resilience.pdf) 
  
3) Immigrant Rights are LGBTQ Rights: Learning to talk about the intersectionality of LGBT and 
immigrant communities is key in creating a space for LGBT immigrants where they feel relevant 
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and safe while speaking about immigration issues. Actively search for the opportunity to speak 
about how things interconnect and about social justice being a movement that does choose 
one issue over another but rather seeks to encompass all justice issues. 
(http://unitedwedream.org/blog/5-things-know-trans-queers-detention/) 
 
4) Connect to the Action Network: Immigration activism has been shown to be a gateway for 
full acceptance while navigating the identity crisis phase that many undocumented and queer 
individuals go through. Once you have established a support network for these students, help 
them connect with one of our 55 affiliates to evolve in their activism and connect with other 
leaders like themselves. Search for groups at (http://unitedwedream.org/groups/) 
  

5) Become a QUIPster Advocate: The need for grassroots leadership is vital in educating our 
community about intersectionalism. To support, help host a DOUBLE Coming Out Forum!  
Identify a date, time and location for the Double Coming Out Forum: Undocumented & 
Unafraid, Queer & Unashamed 

Outreach to all communities to bring justice to both LGBT and Immigrant communities 
 
Set the Agenda: 

1. LGBT Rights are Immigrant 
Rights, and Immigrant Rights are LGBT 
rights. 

2. Talk about the current 
barriers faced by the Undocumented 
and LGBT communities. 
              3. Highlight the recent victories 
of the Immigrant and LGBT 
communities: Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals, Employment Non Discriminatory Act and Marriage Equality. 
4. Share UndocuQueers Stories 

a. Challenge (Share the challenges that they faced as Undocumented and/or 
Queer) 
b. Choice (What were their limited options, and how did they overcome 
adversity) 
c. Outcome (How their activism has helped them and the community) 

5. Make a call to action-they too can become a QUIPster Advocate! 
 

Queer Undocumented Immigrant Project 
Website: http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/quip/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/QUIPnational 
Program Coordinator: Carlos Padilla 

cpadilla@unitewedream.org 
206.660.506 
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