
DEPORTATION IN MY SCHOOL 
My student or someone is their family is facing deportation, what can I do? 

Education Not Deportation (END), www.unitedwedream.org/end 

 

In 2014, END helped six educators that were wrongfully placed in deportation, and has helped 
over 60 cases where parents of students faced removal. It is important for you to be well 
informed on the steps that you can take when this situation arouses in your school. 
Undocumented students and their families will always be vulnerable to deportation by 
Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE), Customs Border Patrol (CBP) or any local police 
department that communicates with these federal agencies. As an educator that works with 
undocumented students and families you have the responsibility to serve and support when 
families undergo a deportation crisis. There’s no federal law that prohibits educators like you 
from supporting and advocating for undocumented students and their families.  

 
What you can do as an educator:  
 
1) Take case information: When you first learn that your student or their family member is 
facing deportation it is essential that you gather all necessary information that will help you 
know the pros, cons and possibilities of the situation. For this step you will want to refer your 
student and or help them fill out the following questionnaire: http://unitedwedream.org/end-
case-questionnaire/. For your records you should keep a copy of this questionnaire. 
 
2) Find a detainee:  The majority of the times, it is the student’s parent that gets raided by ICE 
at home, at work, or at a public space. Sometimes the parent ends up in ICE’s Custody after 
being in contact with local police. It is important for you to know how to locate someone in ICE 
Custody, to locate someone you can go to the ICE Online locator (www.ice.gov/locator/), you 
will need the individual’s full name, date of birth and nationality. If the person doesn’t appear 
on this locator, you want to call all of the ICE facilities, near your area, individually 
(www.ice.gov/detention-facilities).  
 
3) Find an attorney: When someone is in detention or is about to be deported and has no legal 
representation there are some available options to try to get them legal representation. 
Currently, there are two national immigration attorney databases where you can search for 
legal help: American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) (www.ailalawyer.com), and the 
National Immigration Project of the Lawyers Guild (NIPNLG) 
(www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/find.htm). If you are near a college 
university they may have a law clinic that does pro-bono work, download a full list here 
immi.gr/lawclinics.  
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 (Sample Script) when contacting attorneys:  
 

 “Hi my name is _________ and I am trying to find a pro-bono consultation for my 
student or one of my students’ family members’ _____________. This person is now under ICE 
Custody after being pulled over by police/ after being raided by ICE in the own home/ after 
suffering from an ICE raid at work. My student and his/her family are very important to me, I 
have known this student and family for the past ____ years. The thought of their family being 
separated is a hardship that my student and family cannot bet. Can you please provide a pro-
bono consultation for my student and family to learn what else can be done in their current 
immigration case?”  
 
4) Become an advocate: Any student, 
family or community member who is 
facing separation always benefits from 
community support. Don’t hesitate to 
become an advocate, you can do 
numerous things to help your student 
and family: 
  
1) Gather petitions, letters of support 
or host a public press conference in 
favor of the family. 
 
2) Visit your local congress 
representative and ask them to make 
an intervention, here is how to do this: 
http://unitedwedream.org/deportationdefenseguide   
      
3) Bring this particular case to the attention to the Director of ICE Community Outreach 
Program, Andrew Lorenzen-Strait, 202-732-4262, andrew.r.strait@ice.dhs.gov 
 
 

The Education Not Deportation (END) Program at United We Dream focuses on empowering 
communities across the country to fight back deportation on a case-by-case basis. We are not 
legal representatives and cannot give legal advice, however, we have helped over 500 families 

launch their campaigns of public support to stop their deportation case.  
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
www.unitedwedream.org/end 

E-mail: end@unitedwedream.org  
Text “ENDOURPAIN” to 877877 for more information. 
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